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Thinking about the Environment 
and Health

Some relationships are obvious: 

Some, not so much: 

Air quality

and asthma

Temperature and

disease vector change





Percent Minority Population by 
Census Tract
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Increased Risk of Salmonella 
Associated with Extreme Precipitation

5.6

3.6

7.1

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Overall Non-Coastal Areas Coastal Areas

%
 In

cr
ea

se
 in

 S
al

m
on

el
la

 R
is

k

Geographic Areas

Jiang et al Environ Int 2015



0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Overall Non-Hisp White Non-Hisp Blacks

%
 In

cr
ea

se
 in

 H
os

pi
ta

liz
at

io
n 

fo
r H

ea
rt

 A
tta

ck

Extreme Heat Events and Risk of 
Hospitalization for Heart Attack

Fisher et al. JESEE 2016



Asthma Hospitalization Rate by County
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Health Professional Shortage Areas



What We Are Doing
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Building Resilient Communities in 
Maryland: A Stakeholder Forum



Next Steps 
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University of Maryland Extension
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Maryland Environmental Public 
Health Tracking Project
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DHMH Resources to Assist 
Communities, Planners
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What You Can Do 

should be informed by the 
projected interactions between 
human health impacts and the 

existing vulnerabilities of 
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